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A visit from the Rt. Rev. John Bryson
Chane, Eighth Bishop of Washington
to the congregation of St. Nicholas
Episcopal Church is always welcome.
His visit on Epiphany Sunday, January
9™ 2011 was especially appreciated,
as St. Nick’s congregation was happy
to have its dear friend and sponsor
dedicate the pulpit and the new
organ, and celebrate with them their
renewal of commitment to Ministry.

Bishop Chane was assisted by Rector
Ken Howard and Deacon Candidate
Terri Murphy.

As part of the ceremony of
dedication of the pulpit, the Bishop
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called all those present who
preached to touch the pulpit, while
he prayed. He next dedicated the
organ, a gift from the congregation
of The Episcopal Church of the
Ascension, Gaithersburg.

Bishop Chane prefaced his sermon,
by bringing greetings from the
Diocese. He reviewed some of the
recent successes of the Diocese
among which he cited the growth
and development of St. Nicholas
Church itself. He thanked members
of St. Nick’s Vestry for their hard
work with special mention of Rector
Ken Howard and Barbara Miles,
Diocesan Representative.
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BISHOP CHANE DEDICATES v v
ORGAN PULPIT

Bishop Chane’s sermon referenced
the gospels of Mathew and Luke and
the differences in their treatment of
the story and birth of Jesus. He
likened his Bible to a playbook and
observed that if one knew the
playbook then he was well equipped
to play the game. He continued with
reference to Paul’s Letter to the
Ephesians where the wisdom of God
is revealed in “Although | am the
very least of all the saints, this grace
was given to me...”

(Continued on page 4)
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| arrived at the families home at 8:15
pm, after dark, and it appeared there
were no lights on in the house but
before | could say or do anything
someone opened the door. Necol
and her husband and the eldest son
greeted me. | said that | was from St
Nicholas Episcopal Church.

I noticed a few of the windows on
the second floor full of children's
excited faces, trying to see and not
be seen, who were watching
me and were trying to guess what
was in the single large package | had

delivered.

| had wrapped all of the presentsin a
large tarpaulin to protect them in the
back of the bright and shiny red
truck. It kind of looked like a big
satchel full of presents with the bicy-
cle's handlebars peeking through the

top, now that | think of it. You know
the big one that we think of with
good old St Nick on Christmas Eve. |
untied the top so the presents could
be taken out and Necole and the
family helped me unload a very full
truck of the wonderfully
wrapped Christmas presents, each
with its own card and name.

The children were excitedly bumping
into the windows to get a better
look. It took quite a few trips to get
everything. They were so
very thankful. They thanked me per-
sonally but | simply said, "l am not
the one to thank". They thanked me
anyway for coming out in the cold
and bringing all the presents to
them. | invited them to come to St.
Nicholas sometime and they asked
where it was. | gave directions and
again they asked the name of the
Church. | said St Nicholas and Necole

Outreach : The Christmas Tree

December was a busy month for Outreach.. The Christ-
mas tree went up with few problems and was beauti-
fully decorated with doves and angels.

The doves were in support of

Germantown Help
(GH). We provided gifts for a needy local family. That
was a huge success. The angels were in support of El
Hogar, Honduras, ,and our student, Jose Manuel. Each
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smiled and said " That's the name of
my son, so | won't forget" and
| thought that Necole may add her
name as well, as | certainly won't
forget.

Joining in with the choir | may as well
add a great big “Thank You” to all of
the members of St Nicholas who,
with their generosity, helped in mak-
ing this Christmas happen as a
Christmas of happiness for the Smith
family. To the one to whom we truly
thank, Jesus Christ, the same yester-
day, today and tomorrow, who told
us to clothe ourselves in compassion,
kindness, gentleness, patience, and
long suffering and cloak these virtues
in love, which binds them
all together perfectly. | give thanks.

(Contributed by Chris La Rose.)

penses. Thanks to all those who helped with these impor-
tant Christmas projects.

If you have interest in participating in any of the Outreach

co-chairs,

areas or want to learn more, please contact the Outreach
Rose Mahan and Reynold Kirby-Smith at
rmahan@mailstation.com or kirbydfm@earthlink.net

Respectively.

year we contribute $1500.00 toward his education ex-

MILESTONES

Congratulations on their wedding anniversary to:

(Contributed by Reynold Kirby-Smith, Outreach Co-Chair.)

Answers to

Jumbl.e on

1. Adam 2. Benjamin 3. Paul 4. Samuel 5. David

8 Rhee & Ken Howard who celebrate on February 14.

§ Christine & James Carlin who celebrate on February 23.

6. Naomi 7.Ruth 8. Martha 9.Leah 10.Mary.
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On Saturday, January 8, 2011, eleven ladies gathered at
St. Nick’s to “re-hatch” the Chicks of St. Nick’s. Following
introductions and coffee/juice/breakfast goodies, the
group brainstormed on its vision and agenda for the fu-
ture. The vision of the group is to be:

8 open, free-flowing, and welcoming to ladies of all
ages and stages of life both within and outside St.
Nick’s;

8 a prayerful base of welcome, support, and encourage-
ment for one another;

8 a group of kindred spirits seeking: friendship; a social
outlet; companionship along each individual’s spiri-

of
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tual journey; purpose beyond the day-to-day rou-
tines of work and home; a vehicle for expressing and
sharing individual gifts and talents; and a group to
belong and in which to become.

The Chicks also considered possible events in which they
could share. These include trips to theatre and tours of
places of interest. They plan to meet regularly once a
month for coffee, tea, etc. and just to chat, catch up,
plan, share news, prayer requests, etc.

(Contributed by Kim Irish)

sSave ' §l he Dates

TUESDAY , MARCH STH — SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE

Calling All Griddles!

It is almost that time of year again, when we ask the grid-
dles in the parish to step up to the plate (literally!) to
help prepare the, March 8", Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper. We wouldn’t mind it if a few pancake turners
volunteered their services as well. We need set-up,

cooks, servers and clean up...and most important of all...
EATERS! If you or your griddle can help please contact
me ASAP.

Terri Murphy,
e-mail: christianformation@saintnicks.com

SATURDAY MAY 14TH — DARNESTOWN

Darnestown Day has been set for Saturday, May 14th,
2011. This is the day when St. Nick’s invites Darnestown
and the surrounding community to join its congregation,
and neighborhood civic associations for a day of fun, food
and frivolity.

This will be only the second Darnestown Day to occur,
but the success of the 2010 event left no doubt in any
one’s mind that such a grand affair is welcomed in our
community.

This year, there are plans for the event to be bigger and
brighter than last year. Those activities which were hits

last year will definitely return and many new ones will be
added.

All members of the congregation of St. Nick’s are invited
to attend the planning meetings and to volunteer for the
miscellaneous tasks involved in planning and executing
this event.

If you are interested in participating please contact Liz
Kraft at (emonaco@starpower.net)

This should be a memorable event.
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Bishop Chane Dedicates Organ, Pulpit

(Continued from page 1)

The Bishop encouraged the congregation to consider themselves servants of Christ by their baptism and confirmation.

The service ended with a witty exchange between Bishop Chane and Bishop Nicholas, who tends to appear at St. Nick’s

on significant occasions. A potluck lunch, catered by the Hospitality Committee concluded the meeting.

SNR. WARDEN HOSTS VESTRY RETREAT

Senior Warden Bob McCartin hosted some twenty lead-
ers of St. Nick’s at his home on Saturday, January 22,
2011. The occasion was the annual retreat of the Vestry.
This year , however, invitations were extended to other
leaders of the church to join the Vestry in an open dis-
cussion during the morning session which ended with
lunch. The afternoon session was used for the Vestry
planning meeting.

The morning agenda included reports and reviews by
several leaders on their individual areas of ministry. The
discussion which ensued was lively and many ideas were
exchanged.

EDITORIAL:

St. Nicholas of Myra, the worthy patron of St. Nicholas
Episcopal Church (St. Nick’s), Germantown, Maryland,
has been sighted “in person” at most significant events
taking place at the Church. He most recently appeared
on Epiphany Sunday on the occasion of the Episcopal
Visitation of the Bishop of Washington, The Rt. Rev.
Bishop John Bryson Chane. He appeared at the
Dedication and Consecration of the Church on May 10,
2009, and he has been appearing annually at services on

the Sunday nearest his Feast Day of December 6.

According to the Episcopal Life Weekly of December, 14,

2008, St. Nicholas of Myra was a real person. He was
born in Patara, now known as Turkey. He lived in the
third century A.D. and was noted for his generosity and
strong commitment to help others. He used his personal
wealth to help the sick and suffering. He has appeared in

several guises, such as Santa Claus, and became a

The Vestry priorities for 2011 were summarized a s fol-
lows:

*  Deep Engagement—Become really good at engaging
all in the life and ministry of St. Nick’s.

*  Telling Our Stories — Become really good at telling
our own stories and those of our congregation.

* Good Stewards of all Resources — Become really
good at stewarding all our resources as gifts of God
to be used to further the work of God at St. Nick’s.

SIGHTINGS OF ST. NICHOLAS

symbol of gift giving and protector of sailors, students and

children.

These sightings of St. Nicholas at the Germantown church
not only inspire the congregation to follow the example of
the Saint but they speak to the creativity, talent, and wit
of his impersonators, and to the sense of humor of the
congregation which enjoys these figments. Such theatrical
activity staged at the church demonstrates that while
they at St. Nick’s take their mission and work seriously,
they do not take themselves too seriously.
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E-mail your articles by the 15th of the month to The
Editors, at newsletter@saintnicks.com. We reserve the

right to edit all e-mails and letters for length, style and
clarity. Thank you.
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Val entine’s Day

On February 14th we celebrate ‘Valentine’s day’ by sending cards, flowers and candy to
people we love.

Do you know why?

Legend has it that a good priest named Valentine served during 3rd century Rome.

At that time, Rome was ruled by an Emperor called Claudius Il. Emperor Claudius was very
proud of his army. He was of the opinion that unmarried men made much better soldiers than
men who were married. So, he passed a law prohibiting young men from getting married in
the hope of building a stronger army.

Priest Valentine did not agree with the law, and he secretly performed marriages and carried
messages between young married couples. Messages, as you can imagine, were full of
expressions of love. Priest Valentine’s secret was discovered and he was martyred on
February 14th. He later was made a saint.

~
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regarded as a day for lovers.

There are other legends about this and other saints called Valentine, but
this story is perhaps the most popular.

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Jumble : Unscramble the letters to spell names of persons in the Bible (Answers at foot of p.2)
1. mdaa ———— 6. minoa @ —————

2. minajebon == /———————— 7. uhtr -

3. ualp ———— 8. thamar ~ ——————

4. Imaves = —————— 9. |hae -

5. ddvai === ————— 10.ramy _——
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From the Desk of the Rector.

/ NVu

Dear Friends,

I'm sure by now many of you have
heard the rumors that 2011 is the
year will

in  which | take my

sabbatical.

Well, it's true. | will be taking a
but
sabbatical of a different color.

sabbatical this year... it's a

As you may know, it is a blessed

tradition for clergy to take a

sabbatical every seven vyears
(sabbatical is actually derived from
the Hebrew word Shabbat or

“Sabbath,” which itself is derived

from the Hebrew word &4 K Q& |

“seven”). Every seventh year of
ordained ministry a clergy person is
supposed to take a sabbatical (or
Sabbath) from work.

much that we want to go away.

It's not so

Rather, it’s a matter of stewardship.
We do it
recreate our health, our wellbeing,

in order to rest and

and our well of being. Ours is a job
of caring, of giving, of finding grace
amidst the sometimes tragic realities
of this world. Every so often, we
have to go and refill the well — the
well of our being — if we are to
continue to find the resources within
ourselves to care, and give, and seek
for grace. That’s the idea: to re-turn

re-charged.

Most clergy take their sabbaticals all
at once, combining it with their
vacation and taking four months

5G@S*%R @ 4 @AA@SHB@K NE @

away from their congregations
without interruption. However, the
St. Nick’s leadership and | have

discerned that it would serve both
me and the church better if we did it
a little differently. Here’s what we
are doing. Rather than taking all my
time off at once, | will start by taking
a single week of sabbatical each
month in February, March, April, and
May. Then | will take an extended
period of time — a little over two
months — in June, July, and August.
Then for the remainder of the year
we will return to the one week per
month routine.

| think it really will be good for all of
us. It will give me some oppor-
tunities to practice letting go of
things that others — especially our lay
leaders and volunteers — could do.
What’s more, it will also allow others
who have not had the opportunity to
step up to leadership to try it out for
a while. And it may free leaders and
volunteers alike to feel less of a need
to ask for permission whenever they
have an idea for something that
benefit
community.

would our spiritual

It’s gonna be real. It's gonna be fun.
And it might even be real fun for all
of us!

Blessings Everyone!

Ken+
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At the advanced age of sixteen | an-
nounced to my father one Sunday
morning, in real frustration, that |
had decided not to go to church any-
more. Church had ceased to have
meaning for me. Dad was silent for a
moment then he said, “If your feel-
ings are sincere, and you continue to
explore your spiritual path, taking a
break from church may be a good
thing. But continue to feel God’s
presence and to build a deeper faith,
and in time you will want to return.”

| was the daughter of an Episcopal
priest in Tennessee growing up in the
late 1950s and early 1960s. | had
been experiencing the burden and
resultant stress that a rector’s family
bears because of congregational ex-
pectations, religious politics, etc., etc.

Me

It is now decades later; the world is a
different place, and attitudes have
evolved. Of course Dad was right. |
have returned to church. My present
church family is St. Nicholas, a com-
munity that nurtures spiritual growth.

When | first came five years ago, |
didn’t know a soul, but | was warmly
accepted by people with diverse
backgrounds and interests. Although
we are individuals with differences,
and yes, even doubts, we come to-
gether in love as a family through
worship and fellowship.

By participating in various
opportunities to learn, share
and worship at St. Nick’s, |
am experiencing a deepening
of my faith.

Laura Scherzer, Parishioner

In Amazing Grace: A Vocabulary of
Faith, Kathleen Norris sums up the

importance that others have in our
faith, and for me what the people of
St. Nicholas have contributed to-
wards my spiritual journey.

Over time, | have learned two things
about my religious quest: Firstly, that
it is God who is seeking me, and who
has myriad ways of finding me. Sec-
ondly, that substantial change in
terms of religious conversion, come
through other people. Even when |
become convinced that God is absent
from my life, others have a way of
ddzZRRSyf &

ST. NICHOLAS
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

A Parish of the Diocese of Washington

15575 Germantown Road,
Germantown, MD 20874
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and love of God in Christ.

We are a spiritual home, a safe haven,
grounded in Scripture and centered in

life, where we are nurtured and chal-
lenged in our journey of faith.

We welcome all people to join us in
worship and prayer, and in joyful ser-
@A OS G2

St. Nicolas Episcopal Church.
The Abbey, Dec. 2001, p. 12.
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ST. NICHOLAS
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

15575 Germantown Road
Germantown, MD 20874
Tele: 240-631-2800

Fax: 240631-0136

E-mail: office@saintnicks.com

Newsletter deadline is generally FIFTEEN DAYS BEFORE
THE END OF THE MONTH.

Send articles to:

Rev. Ken Howard at rector@saintnicks.com

The Editors at newsletter@saintnicks.com

Audrey Thompson at audreyt58@gmail.com

Cara Poirier at cara.litttewood@gmail.com

Permission is given to reprint original articles, so long as This
Newsletter and the authors are both credited. © 2011 St.
Nicholas Episcopal Church.
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