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Synopsis
Does the future have a Church?

In this book, the author examines the current conflicts plaguing and issues confronting the Church and
concludes that these are the symptoms of an underlying illness for which the prognosis is death — that the
Church as we have known it is dying — and that this is a good thing! The author believes that dying is the
only way the Church can survive: the Church needs to die so it can experience a resurrection.

The author suggests that the Church is heading toward a massive realignment on a scale greater than any
it has ever experienced, except perhaps the realignment represented by its own birth out of Judaism two
millennia ago. This realignment is coming because several of the major paradigms under which the
Church has operated for hundreds or thousands of years are no longer able to adequately explain and
make sense of reality as humanity is coming to know it.

In Part One, the author peels back these paradigms one at a time and asks fundamental questions about
each one: How and why did it come into being? How did it seek to explain and make sense of reality as it
was coming to be known at the time? What were its positive and negative impacts on the Church and the
world? How and why did it begin to collapse? And where does its collapse leaves the Church today?

In Part Two, the author investigates a number of past movements within the Church — from “The Way” of
the Pauline and Jewish-Christian Jesus movements of the first century to the “Middle Way” of the
emerging Anglican Church of the seventeenth century — which arose during times of great change in the
life of the Church and of the world. The author examines these movements for clues as to how they tried
to shift the paradigms of Church to cope with those changes and how those coping strategies might help
the Church anticipate and deal with the changes that are coming..

In Part Three, the author explores current developments — from quantum physics and post-modern
philosophy — to uncover what new ways of thinking about reality they might offer.

Finally, in Part Four, the author draws the strands together in order to provide a sense of what the new
paradigm of Church might be and proposes the outlines of a convergent theology: a way of thinking about
Church which might transcend the current controversies and provide members of the body of Christ from
across the current divides a common ground on which to stand.

Enhancements

The author explores issues of significance and depth with an engaging approach: brisk and
conversational, with dry humor and reverent irreverence. The pages of the book are sprinkled with
thought-provoking quotations and cultural references: from Jesus Christ to Albert Einstein, from the
words of traditional hymns to the lyrics of popular music. Each chapter ends with biblical reflections,
application exercises, and resources for further study and action.



About the Author

As a pastor, preacher, church planter, and church growth and strategic planning specialist, the author is
uniquely positioned to understand the conflicts and issues confronting the church and the world in the
current day.

Kenneth W. Howard has been an ordained priest in the Episcopal Church since 1993. He holds a Master
of Divinity degree from Virginia Theological Seminary, with an emphasis on Church History. Prior to
ordination he worked as a management consultant specializing in organizational development.

He is respected and trusted for his expertise in conflict resolution and consensus building, and for his
ability to appreciate and foster understanding of points of view from across the theological and political
spectrum. He has been called upon to facilitate dialogue on a number of issues: from human sexuality to
interfaith relations.

As a Christian of Jewish origins — the third generation of an immigrant Jewish family from Belarus in the
former Soviet Union and the great grandson of an Orthodox Rabbi — he comes at Christianity with a
greater sense of its uniqueness than — and without the assumptions and preconceptions of — someone
raised in the Christian faith.

The author brings to this book a unique understanding of the development of the Church as we know it. In
addition to his research on Jewish Christianity in the Early Church,” the author has done extensive
research on the ancient Celtic Christian movement.

The author is the founding vicar and first rector of St. Nicholas’ Episcopal Church in Germantown,
Maryland, the congregation with whose help he has developed and tested the ideas outlined in this book.
Planted in 1995 in rented space with the twelve households, the congregation has grown to more than 350
baptized members representing theological viewpoints from across the conservative-to-liberal spectrum,
united by Christ’s love.
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