
Chalicists at St. Nicholas Church – A Customary 

Vocabulary:   

Alb = The white robe that clergy and acolytes wear  όŎƘŀƭƛŎƛǎǘǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿŜŀǊ ŀƭōǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ bƛŎƪΩǎΣ 

but may once we move into permanent space in our eventual church building). 

Altar = The table on upon which the bread and wine are place during communion and from which the 

celebrant leads the communion portion of the service. 

Celebrant = The clergy person leading the service. 

Chalice = The cup used to administer communion wine. The two types of chalices are: (a) the common 

cup (from which everyone drinks) and (b) the intinction cup (for those who which to dip their bread in 

the wine before eating it). 

Chalicist = One who administers the chalice at communion (also known as Lay Eucharistic Minister). 

Chancel = The area all around the altar including the choir pews. 

Credence table = the little table behind the altar that has water and extra wine on it. 

Customary = a set of instructions that indicates what is usually (customarily) done. 

Deacon = Person setting and clearing the altar. 

LƴǘƛƴŎǘ Ґ ¢ƻ ŘƛǇ ƻƴŜΩǎ ōǊŜŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

Paten = The plate used to serve the communion bread. 

Purificator = The small linen cloth used to wipe the cup after each use. 

±ŜǊƎŜǊ Ґ ¢ƘŜ άƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎǳǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

and all service roles are filled. 

Instructions: 

1. Arrive at least 20 minutes early and check in with the Verger. 

2. !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀƴǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ God for the people of God,έ come forward to the chancel 

area and gather in a semicircle directly in front of the altar. 

3. The bread and wine are administered to the altar party. 

a. The celebrant ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ ŎƘŀƭƛŎƛǎǘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊist , the 

ōǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƛŎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀƴǘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ Σ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜǎ 

back the paten and offers bread to the rest of the altar party.  

b. The celebrant then takes the common cup and offers wine to the other chalicist, saying, 

ά¢ƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ŎƘŀƭƛŎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŎǳǇ 



ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǿƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀƴǘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ 

chalicist offers wine from the common cup to the rest of the altar party, beginning with 

the other chalicist. 

c. The celebrant then hands the intinction cup to the other chalicist, who administers it to 

any of the altar party. 

d. TIP: Those who wish to drink from the common cup will signal their desire by consuming 

the bread. Those who wish to intinct will signal their desire by holding up their bread in 

front of themselves. 

4. The two chalicists follow the celebrant to the steps at the front of the chancel. The celebrant 

stands at the bottom of the chancel steps. The chalicists stand on the steps on either side of the 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀƴǘ όǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƛŎƛǎǘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŎǳǇ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀƴǘΩǎ ƭŜŦǘΣ ǘƘŜ 

chalicist administering the intinction cup stands to the celebranǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘύΦ 

5. The people gather in a semicircle around the celebrant at the bottom of the steps. 

6. The celebrant moves around the semicircle in a clockwise manner, administering the bread. 

7. The chalicist with the common cup follows immediately behind the celebrant offering wine to 

the people saying any one of the following sentences of administration: 

a. ά¢ƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

b. ά¢ƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

c. ά¢ƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΦέ ό¢ŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ Enriching Our Worship)  

d. TIP: When offering the common cup, stand slightly to the left of the person to whom you 

are administering the wine. This way you will be less likely to miss the mouth of the 

recipient. If the recipient takes the cup from you, make sure you take holdof it before the 

recipient lets go. 

e. TIP: After each person drinks from the common cup, use the purificator to wipe the spot 

from which the person drank, then rotate the cup slightly before offering it to the next 

person.  

f. TIP: If you run low on wine, signal the acolyte, who will bring you the cruet containing 

the remaining consecrated wine and refill your cup. 

8. The chalicist with the intinction cup follows immediately behind the chalicist offering the 

common cup, offering wine to the people saying any one of the above sentences. 

a. TIP: The chalicist with the intinction cup should never go ahead of the chalicist with the 

common cup. Otherwise, it will be impossible to tell who is still waiting for the common 

cup. 

b. TIP: If too many large bread crumbs fall into the intinction cup, signal the acolyte, who 

will bring a slotted spoon. 

9. After each round, the chalicist resume their stations on the chancel steps on either side of the 

celebrant. 

10. When the last round has received communion, the chalicists return their chalices to the altar, 

placing their open purificators over them. The deacon will then clear the table (or the celebrant, 

if no deacon is present). 

11. The chalicists then return to their seats via the side aisles.  


