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THIS IS THE DAY THE LORD HAS MADE 

 

20th Sunday after Pentecost    October 18, 2020     Eucharistic Prayer 1 

 

PRELUDE: Morning Has Broken | Traditional Gaelic Melody; Setting by Joel Raney                        

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
  

Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 

People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 

   
SONG OF PRAISE – SAY TOGETHER 
  

Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me, 

Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me. 

 

OPENING PRAYER: 
  

Celebrant: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray together. 

  
Collect/Prayer for the Day  

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: Preserve 

the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith 

in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians [1:1-10] 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ:Grace to you and peace. 

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering 
before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus 

Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of 
the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; 

just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word 

of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in 
God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report 

about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a 
living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-- Jesus, who 
rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

 Reader:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

 People:   Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm for the Day [Psalm 99]                Responsively by whole verse                                            

1 The LORD is King; 
let the people tremble; * 
he is enthroned upon the cherubim; 

let the earth shake. 

2 The LORD is great in Zion; * 

he is high above all peoples. 

3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; * 
he is the Holy One. 

4 "O mighty King, lover of justice, 

you have established equity; * 

you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob." 

5 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 
and fall down before his footstool; * 

he is the Holy One. 

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, 

and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, * 

they called upon the LORD, and he answered them. 

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * 

they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them. 

8 O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; * 

you were a God who forgave them, 

yet punished them for their evil deeds. 

9 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 

and worship him upon his holy hill; * 
for the LORD our God is the Holy One. 

             
 Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. [22:15-22] 

 People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their disciples to him, along 

with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in 
accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, 
then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, 

said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they 
brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The 

emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to 
God the things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

 Celebrant:   The Gospel of the Lord.   
 People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  
THE HOMILY 
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The Prayers of the People | Form III 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

Leader:  Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

People:  That we all may be one. 

Leader:  Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

People:  That your Name may be glorified by all people.  

 

Leader:  We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  

People:  That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

Leader:  We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
People:  That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Leader:  Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People:  That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Leader:  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

People:  That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Leader:  Give to the departed eternal rest. 

People:  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Leader:  We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People:  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Leader:  Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

The people may add their own petitions. 

Celebrant: Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with you:" 
Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, 

where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

We come seeking forgiveness for all we have failed to be and to do.  In God there is forgiveness.  Let us confess 
our sins. 
  

All:  God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives.  We 

have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  We repent of 

the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  Forgive, restore, and 

strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. 

Amen. 

  
The Celebrant says 

  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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MUSICAL INTERLUDE: The Lord Bless You and Keep You | Words: Numbers VI, v.24 | Music: John Rutter | 
Sung by St. Nicholas Choir 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you: 

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you,  

and give you peace.  Amen. 

 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION - THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  
Celebrant: It is truly right, and good and joyful, 

To give you thanks, all-holy God, 
Source of life and fountain of mercy. 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with constant love; you have redeemed us in 

Jesus Christ and knit us into one body.  Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life.   
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with 

all creation as we sing (say):   
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

     Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

      Hosanna in the highest. 

  

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life.  You formed us in your own image and 
called us to dwell in your infinite love.  

 
You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.   
 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the 
world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love.  Yet you never 

ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 
 
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you.  You delivered us from slavery, sustained us 

in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation.  Then, in the fullness of time, you 
sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus.  Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he 

revealed your glory.  Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of 
freedom and life.   
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On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.”   
  

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

  
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again.  

  

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine.  
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Grant that we who 
share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world.  Bring us into the 

everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with Nicholas and all your saints, past, present, and yet to 
come, we may praise your Name for ever.  

  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, 
for ever and ever.  AMEN. 

   

 As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

  

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your Name. 

 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done,  

  on earth as in heaven 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

  who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial,  

 and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours. 

 now and for ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
  

Celebrant: Alleluia. We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
People: We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. Alleluia. 
   

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

Keeping 6 feet apart, a representat ive from each family will approach the tables and take the number of paper 
cups for each family member.  The representat ive will return by the side aisle to their family.  We will all wait to 

eat the bread after these words:  
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Celebrant: Become what you receive.                 People:      We are the Body of Christ.   

Then we will consume the Body of Christ as One. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

All: God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation; you have united 

us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on 

earth.  Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love 

to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
  

THE BLESSING 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
  

Celebrant: Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world,  

  rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  

 

Eucharistic Prayer 1 from Enriching Our Worship 1, Supplemental Liturgical Materials prepared by The 
Standing Liturgical Committee 1997, Church Publishing Incorporated, New York, © 1998, p. 57-59. 
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October 18, 2020 

Give to God 

the things that are God’s 
BY THE RT. REV. DIANE M. JARDINE BRUCE 

Once again in today’s gospel the Pharisees are trying to trip up 

Jesus. If Jesus supports the paying of the tax, his Jewish siblings who 

are rebelling against the Roman occupation will shun him. If Jesus 

says it’s unlawful to pay the tax, he’ll be in trouble with the Roman 

authorities. What does Jesus do? He asks them to look at the coin. It is a Roman 

coin. Pay the tax – meaning give the Emperor back his own coin! Then Jesus 

adds that wonderful line — give to God the things that are God’s. 

What exactly IS God’s? Well, we are! Our Christian faith in God points us always 

to live a life of gratitude and generosity. God showed us how we are to live and 

how to give to God the things that are God’s: God gave us God’s son, God’s first 

fruit, and we are asked to do the same, remembering that everything we have, 

everything we do, everything we are is a gift from God — and it is a gift that is 

meant to be shared. When we share from our first fruits, as God shared God’s 

first fruit with us, we are modeling the same generosity God has shown us.  

Remember, we have two sets of three legged-stools in our Episcopal Branch of 

the Jesus Movement: scripture, reason and tradition, and time, talent and 

treasure. The first shapes our faith; the second is how we use the gifts we have 

been given to live out our faith. 

 

The Rt. Rev. Diane M. Jardine Bruce is the Bishop Suffragan in the Diocese of Los Angeles. Her ministry focuses heavily on 

stewardship, financial sustainability and New Community development. 

For reflection 
• How does practicing your 

faith help you recognize all 
the gifts God has given you? 

• How are you giving to God 
the things that are God’s 
through your time, talent 

and your treasure? 


