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WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

 

21st Sunday after Pentecost    October 25, 2020    Eucharistic Prayer 2 

 

PRELUDE: Sanctus (from Requiem, Op. 48) | Gabriel Faure; Arr. Jan Sanborn                       

                    

THE WORD OF GOD 
  

Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 

People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 

    

SONG OF PRAISE – SPOKEN IN UNISON 
  

Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me, 

Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me. 

 

OPENING PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
  

Celebrant: God be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray together.   

  

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that 

we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 2:1-8] 

 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but 

though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, 

we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. 

For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we 

have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we 

speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as 

God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor 

did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have 

made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly 

caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share 

with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become 

very dear to us. 

Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17  – Read responsively by whole verse      

1 Lord, you have been our refuge * 

from one generation to another. 
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2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 

or the land and the earth were born, * 

from age to age you are God. 

3 You turn us back to the dust and say, * 

"Go back, O child of earth." 

4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * 

and like a watch in the night. 

5 You sweep us away like a dream; * 

we fade away suddenly like the grass. 

6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 

in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

13 Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry? * 

be gracious to your servants. 

14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; * 

so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

15 Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us * 

and the years in which we suffered adversity. 

16 Show your servants your works * 

and your splendor to their children. 

17 May the graciousness of the LORD our God be upon us; * 

prosper the work of our hands; 

prosper our handiwork. 

 

The Gospel:  

  

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew [22:34-46]  

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 

and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which 

commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest 

and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do 

you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said 

to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

“Sit at my right hand, 

until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an 

answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.   

People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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THE HOMILY 

  

The Prayers of the People | Form III 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

Leader:  Gracious God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

People:  That we all may be one. 

Leader:  Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

People:   That your Name may be glorified by all people.  

 

Leader:  We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  

People:  That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

Leader:  We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

People:  That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Leader:  Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People:  That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Leader:  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

People:  That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Leader:  Give to the departed eternal rest. 

People:  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Leader:  We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People:  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Leader:  Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

The people may add their own petitions. 

Celebrant: Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own peace I 

leave with you:" Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and 

unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

  

At the conclusion of the prayers, the leader says: 

  

We come seeking forgiveness for all we have failed to be and to do.  In God there is forgiveness.  

Let us confess our sins. 

  

All:  God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in 

our lives.  We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you 

have created.  We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil 

done on our behalf.  Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

  

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 
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MUSICAL INTERLUDE: If Ye Love Me | Words: John 14:15-17 | Music: Thomas Tallis 

 

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 

comforter, that he may bide with you forever, ev'n the spirit of truth. 

 

 THE HOLY COMMUNION - THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.  From before 

time you made ready the creation.  Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into 

being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.  You made us in 

your image, and taught us to walk in your ways.  But we rebelled against you, and wandered far 

away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.   

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 
 

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 

eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we say:   

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

     Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

      Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.  To deliver us from the power of sin and 

death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing 

servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God.  Living among us, 

Jesus loved us.  He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good 

news to the poor.  He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to 

walk in love.  Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, 

and to be glorified by you.   

 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.  He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 

for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

  

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, 

and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for 

you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 

  

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 

who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a 

living sacrifice. 
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Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  Breathe 

your Spirit over the whole creation, and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for 

the world you have made. 

 

In the fullness of time bring us, with Nicholas and all your saints, from every tribe and language 

and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.   

  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 

glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 
   

 As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

  

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your Name. 

 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done,  

  on earth as in heaven 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

  who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial,  

 and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours. 

 now and for ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
  

Celebrant: Alleluia. God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us. 

People: Happy are those who called to the Supper of the Lamb.  Alleluia. 

  

THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive 
Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy 

Communion. The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all.  

 

Celebrant: Let us pray together. 

 

Beloved Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love 

you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 

receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. I 

embrace you and unite myself entirely to you. Let me never be separated from you in this 

life or in the life to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Celebrant: Let us pray together. 
  

All:  Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us 

with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.  Now send us forth 

a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world 

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
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THE BLESSING 

  

Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you as a 

mother.  Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you always.  

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & ANNUAL MEETING 

  

THE DISMISSAL 
  

Celebrant: Alleluia. Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world,  

  rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!! 

 

 

The flowers are given in loving memory of Terry L. Deibel,  

beloved husband, father and brother, on the 10th anniversary of his passing. 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 2 from Enriching Our Worship 1, Supplemental Liturgical Materials 

prepared by The Standing Liturgical Committee 1997,  

Church Publishing Incorporated, New York, © 1998, p. 60-62.  
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October 25, 2020 

Freely giving our all to God 
“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” Jesus said to him, “ ‘You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your mind’…. 

And … ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ ” – MATTHEW 22:36-39 

BY ROB TOWNES  

There’s a saying that the chicken who lays an egg makes 

a contribution, but the chicken who makes a sandwich 

offers a sacrifice. One could say that Jesus was alluding 

to the latter when he responded to the question as to 

which was the greatest commandment, “You shall love 

the Lord your God with all of who you are.” He was asking for more 

than a contribution; he was asking for the sacrifice of our all. 

As the Latin root of the word suggests, a sacrifice — a sacrum 

facere — makes one holy. Giving generously of that of which you 

are a steward — your heart, soul, mind and all your possessions — 

is life giving. And it is countercultural. As the bumper sticker 

declares, “S/He who dies with the most toys wins.” That’s a 

powerfully seductive statement. Only with God’s help can we avoid 

being allured into thinking that it is in acquiring possessions that 

our life gains meaning. May we grow in the wisdom that a rich life 

results in trusting that it is in God we live and move and have our 

being.   

This reflection is written while visiting Green Bough House of Prayer 

in Scott, Georgia. Here the three residents, with the company of 77 

associates, have dedicated their lives, their all, to God and have 

taken on a Rule of Life to embrace silence, prayer, simplicity and 

living in the present moment, and accept all as coming from God. 

Do all for God. Offer all to God. This to me is a beautiful example of Faith-Filled Generosity. 

Very few members of the Church dedicate themselves to full-time contemplative living, but all of 

us are invited to learn to live Jesus’ greatest commandment, trusting that in so doing, Faith-Filled 

Generosity will flourish in our lives.  

As we move back into our church buildings, remembering only too well the COVID-19-caused 

absence of normalcy, may we re-enter with a renewed commitment to freely giving our all to God 

and faithfully loving our neighbors as ourselves.  

Rob Townes received his Master of Divinity degree from Emory University’s Candler School of Theology 

and has spent his professional career as a nonprofit and church fundraising consultant.  

For reflection 
• When you have a 
sense of living 

within Faith-Filled 

Generosity, what 

actions 

do you see emerging 

in your life? 

• What helps you to 
live, and 

interferes with 

your living, 

a more fruitful 

life? 


