ST. NICHOLAS
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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A PLACE TO BECOME

Prelude: Awake, Awake to Love and Work | Tune:MORNING SONG from Kentucky Harmony,
1816; arr. C. E. Walz

The Word of God

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Collect for Purity — Prayed together

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise — Spoken in unison

Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me,
Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.

Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me.

The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray together.
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen

THE LESSONS

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians [5:1-11]



Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have
anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there
will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a
thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of
darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for
those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a
helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or
asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as
indeed you are doing.

The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 123 — Prayed responsively by whole verse

1 To you I lift up my eyes, *
to you enthroned in the heavens.

2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, *
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,

3 So our eyes look to the LORD our God, *
until he show us his mercy.

4 Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy, *
for we have had more than enough of contempt,

5 Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, *
and of the derision of the proud.

The Gospel

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew [25:14-30]
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his
property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went
off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who
had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent
went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received
the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over
to me five talents; see, | have made five more talents.” His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” And the one with the two talents



also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, | have made
two more talents.” His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have
been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy
of your master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying,
‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering
where you did not scatter seed; so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground.
Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You
knew, did you, that | reap where | did not sow, and gather where | did not scatter? Then you
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received
what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the
ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance;
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.””

The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Ann Moczydlowski

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE — FORM IV
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Silence



Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer....

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we
may honor one another and serve the common good.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer....

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly
in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer....

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grantthat we may serve Christ in them,
and love one another as he loves us.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer....

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer....

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer....

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.



O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies,
look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of
souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
Let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.

Musical Interlude: All Praise to You, Our God and King | Words: Vs. 1 & 4 by Thomas Ken;
Vs. 2-3 by Isaac Watts | Music: Tallis' Canon by Thomas Tallis; Setting by Michael Larkin |
Sung by St. Nicholas Choir on 11/19/17

All praise to You, our God and King; With voices bold your praise we sing.
Keep us, oh keep us, King of kings, beneath your own almighty wings.

From all that dwells below the skies Let the Creator's praise arise;
Let the Redeemer's name be sung Through ev'ry land, by ev'ry tongue.

Eternal are your mercies, Lord; Eternal truth attends your word;
Your praise shall sound from shore to shore, Till suns shall rise and set no more.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, O heav'nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING — EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life,
you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name.

Celebrant and People

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;



And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with Nicholas and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, for ever
and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive
Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy
Communion. The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all.

Beloved Jesus, | believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. | love
you above all things, and | desire to receive you into my soul. Since | cannot at this moment
receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. |
embrace you and unite myself entirely to you. Let me never be separated from you in this
life or in the life to come. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Celebrant: Let us pray together.
All:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us



strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant: Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world,
rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
REMINDER: Next Sunday, November 18, we will be live streaming worship. We will not
have Mass on the Grass.
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Risking our lives to find them

BY THE ReV. CHRIS HARRIS by
A .’ o) ' mr :
3 How do | find greater meaning and purpose in my life? Why is S \
Z happiness so fleeting and a lasting joy so elusive? Who am | and what F ﬂ I | I=| ® b

am | supposed to do with the rest of my life? N

These are some of the big questions of life, and many of us begin to

\
wrestle with them as we reach middle age and beyond. The best-selling (

book The Second Mountain, by David Brooks, suggests that we come
to these questions most urgently when the “first mountain” of our life fails us either
because we discover it to be ultimately unfulfilling (such as a life focused on financial
success or career goals) or when it crumbles beneath our feet (as the result of a

divorce or a life-changing health crisis).

According to Brooks, most of us don't come looking for the “second mountain” of our

lives until we've been thrown off the first somehow. Until then, when life is still going
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For reflection

our way, we don't have the eyes to see or the ears to hear. But when we finally are
forced off our perches, we have the chance to discover for ourselves what Jesus has
tried to tell us all along — that meaning and purpose come not from our
accomplishments, our perfect families, or even perfect health, but by risking all that we e What is the “risky generosity”

) .
are and all that we have for the sake of others. that God’s is nUdg'ng me to

try on?
If you are someone looking for the second mountain of your life, the question at the e What's the best thing that
heart of our Gospel this week offers all the directions we need: ranld hannan if | caid “Vacl”?

How will | risk the gifts I've been given, to do the work God is calling me to do?



Notice that the story turns on risk. Playing it safe, worrying about ourselves and what others will say about us, is the first mountain
all over again. And a life of tepid generosity, one that is constrained by fear and our need for control, leaves us languishing in the

valley.

Unless we are willing to risk it all for the sake of others — to take a leap into a Faith-Filled Generosity — we never reach the summit of

a truly abundant life.

Chris Harris is Associate Rector of Christ Church Cranbrook in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. He serves on the board of The Episcopal
Network for Stewardship and the steering team for Invite-Welcome-Connect, a national evangelism ministry, and is creator of Living
Wisley, a faith and personal finance ministry.
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