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2nd Sunday after the Epiphany    The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.    January 17, 2021  

Prelude:  I Have Decided to Follow Jesus | Folk Melody from India, arr. Lloyd Larson 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

People  His mercy endures for ever.  

The Collect for Purity – Prayed together 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Holy God, 

Holy and Mighty,  

Holy Immortal One,  

People  Have mercy upon us.  

The Collect of the Day 

        The Lord be with you. 

People       And also with you.  

      Let us pray together.  

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your 

people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's 

glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

THE LESSONS 

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians [6:12-20] 

 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for 

me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the 

stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for 

fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will 
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also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? 

Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? 

Never! Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? 

For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord becomes one 

spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but 

the fornicator sins against the body itself. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of 

the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own? For 

you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 

  The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 - Prayed responsively by half verse 

1 LORD, you have searched me out and known me; * 

you know my sitting down and my rising up; 

you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 

and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 

but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 

4 You press upon me behind and before * 

and lay your hand upon me. 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 

it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 

you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 

your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

14 My body was not hidden from you, * 

while I was being made in secret 

and woven in the depths of the earth. 

15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 

all of them were written in your book; * 

they were fashioned day by day, 

when as yet there was none of them. 

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 

how great is the sum of them! 

17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 

to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 
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The Gospel 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John [1:43-51] 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip 

was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 

“We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son 

of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 

him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked 

him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before 

Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 

Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig 

tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you 

will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 

Man.” 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Reflections: Rev Beth, Ruth Willbanks, Mark Brown, Audrey Thompson, Linda Lightfoot, 

Carolyn Deibel, John Lightfoot        

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – FORM VI 

Deacon     In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
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For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Mariann and Chilton our Bishops; and for all bishops and 

other ministers; 

For all who serve God in God’s Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

The People may add their own petitions 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

Confession of Racial Injustice1 

Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Priest: In fervent hope that the arc of history does, indeed, bend toward justice, we lift up our 

prayers for racial healing, asking that you would bind our hearts together as a church, O Lord, 

empower us to break the chains of poverty, ignorance, prejudice, and despair which degrade the 

sacred dignity of humankind; teach us to love each other and the world around us, for your sake. 

Deacon: We confess that we are often blind to our own privilege. 

All: Give us a holy curiosity about what being Black in America is really like; and what it 

means to suffer injustice because of race. 

Priest: We confess that we are often blind to the subtle ways that race has shaped our hearts and 

minds; our speech and actions. 

 
1 https://redemptionchurchkc.com/news/2020/6/8/a-liturgy-for-the-confession-of-racial-injustice 

 

https://redemptionchurchkc.com/news/2020/6/8/a-liturgy-for-the-confession-of-racial-injustice
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All: Open our eyes, O Lord, and teach us to see the truth about ourselves and our world. 

Deacon: We confess that the church has not always been on the side of the right;  

All: Guide us to seek your grace and forgiveness for the terrible things that often have been 

done in your name. 

Priest: We confess that we have not always been on the side of the right; we acknowledge our 

cold hearts and weak knees. 

All: Free us from our cherished notions of being “good” that keep us from hearing this 

truth. Forgive our silence and insensitive speech; forgive our fearfulness and willful 

blindness. 

Deacon: We draw to mind those who have died, due to racism and racial violence. 

People may speak names silently or aloud 

Priest: We draw to mind those who work for racial justice, that they may be sustained in hope, 

empowered with courage, and filled with the grace to persevere in love. 

People may speak names silently or aloud 

Deacon: We draw to mind those of our family and friends who continue along the path of racism 

and injustice, and ask you to turn their hearts toward your kingdom. 

People may speak names silently or aloud 

Priest: We draw to mind the victims of racial discrimination and their families, that they may be 

filled with hope for a more just future. 

People may speak names silently or aloud 

Deacon: Give us the eyes of Christ, to see ourselves, and the world around us with humility and 

compassion. 

All: Healing our own wounds, and the wounds of others; give us courage to advocate for 

change and for peace, and the grace to overcome hatred with love. 

Priest: We pray for the society in which we live, that we might learn to celebrate our racial 

diversity and the distinctive contributions of our rich cultural fabric.  

All: We pray for wise and decisive action on the part of local and national leaders, that the 

scandal of racism may be eradicated from our society. 

Deacon: God of justice, in your wisdom you create all people in your image, without exception.  

All: Through your goodness, open our eyes to see the dignity, beauty, and worth of every 

human being. 
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Priest: Open our minds to understand that all your children are brothers and sisters in the same 

human family.  

All: Open our hearts to repent of racist attitudes, behaviors, and speech which demean 

others.  

Deacon: Open our ears to hear the cries of those wounded by racial discrimination, and their 

passionate appeals for change.  

All: Strengthen our resolve to make amends for past injustices and to right the wrongs of 

history.  

Priest: Teach us to love our neighbor as ourselves, to love our enemies, and pray for those who 

persecute us. 

All: And fill us with courage that we might seek to heal wounds, build bridges, forgive and 

be forgiven, and establish peace and equality for all in our communities. Amen. 

The Priest alone says 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

The Officiant concludes with the following: 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 

Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 

for ever and ever. Amen.    Ephesians 3:20,21 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  People  And also with you. 

Musical Interlude: Christ Is the World's True Light | Words: G. W. Briggs | Music: W. K. 

Stanton | Sung by St. Nicholas Choir on 1/26/20 

Christ is the world's true Light its Captain of salvation; 

The Day-Star clear and bright of ev'ry man and nation. 

New life, new hope awakes where-e'er men own his sway; 

Freedom her bondage breaks, and night is turned to day. 

 

In Christ all races meet, their ancient feuds forgetting, 

The whole round world complete, from sunrise to its setting. 

When Christ is throned as Lord, men shall forsake their fear; 

To plough-share beat the sword, to pruning hook the spear. 
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One Lord, in one great Name unite us all who own thee; 

Cast out our pride and shame, that hinder to enthrone thee. 

The world has waited long, has travailed long in pain; 

To heal its ancient wrong, Come Prince of Peace and reign 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING – EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you 

have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of 

your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 

glory of your Name. 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with Nicholas and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 

sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 

Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, for ever 

and ever.  Amen.  

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
  

Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia!  

 

 

THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive 

Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy 
Communion. The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all.  

 

Beloved Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love 

you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
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receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. I 

embrace you and unite myself entirely to you. Let me never be separated from you in this 

life or in the life to come. Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Let us pray together. 
 

  

All: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 

Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A FRANCISCAN BENEDICTION 

 

May God bless us with discomfort 

at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships, 

so that we may live from deep within our hearts. 

May God bless us with anger 

at injustice, oppression and exploitation of people, 

so that we may work for justice, freedom and peace. 

May God bless us with tears 

to shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger and war, 

So that we may reach out our hands to comfort them 

and to turn their pain into joy. 

And may God bless us with just enough foolishness 

to believe that we can make a difference in the world, 

so that we can do what others claim cannot be done: 

to bring justice and kindness to all our children and the poor. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
  

Deacon Let us go forth into the world, bearing the light of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God.  
 

 

 

 


