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WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

 

3rd after Pentecost    June 13, 2021    Eucharistic Prayer 2 

 

PRELUDE:  Come Away to the Skies | Tune: MIDDLEBURY, from The Southern Harmony, 

1835 | Arr. Michael Larkin 

                                         

THE WORD OF GOD 
  

Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 

People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 

    

SONG OF PRAISE – SPOKEN IN UNISON 
  

Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me, 

Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me. 

 

OPENING PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
  

Celebrant: God be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray together.    

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that 

through your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your 

justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians [5:6-10, 14-17] 

 

We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we 

are away from the Lord-- for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, 

and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are 

at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the 

body, whether good or evil. 

For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; 

therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 

themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. From now on, therefore, we 

regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human 

point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 20  – Read responsively by half verse      

 

1 May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble, * 

the Name of the God of Jacob defend you; 

2 Send you help from his holy place * 

and strengthen you out of Zion; 

3 Remember all your offerings * 

and accept your burnt sacrifice; 

4 Grant you your heart's desire * 

and prosper all your plans. 

5 We will shout for joy at your victory 

and triumph in the Name of our God; * 

may the LORD grant all your requests. 

6 Now I know that the LORD gives victory to his anointed; * 

he will answer him out of his holy heaven, 

with the victorious strength of his right hand. 

7 Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, * 

but we will call upon the Name of the LORD our God. 

8 They collapse and fall down, * 

but we will arise and stand upright. 

9 O LORD, give victory to the king * 

and answer us when we call. 

 

The Gospel:  

  

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark [4:26-34]  

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and 

would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 

how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the 

head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 

come.” 

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use 

for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 

seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and 

puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not 

speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.   

People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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THE HOMILY 

  

The Prayers of the People | Form III 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

Leader:  Gracious God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

People:  That we all may be one. 

Leader:  Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

People:   That your Name may be glorified by all people.  

 

Leader:  We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  

People:  That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

Leader:  We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

People:  That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Leader:  Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People:  That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Leader:  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

People:  That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Leader:  Give to the departed eternal rest. 

People:  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Leader:  We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People:  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Leader:  Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

The people may add their own petitions. 

Celebrant: Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own peace I 

leave with you:" Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and 

unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

  

At the conclusion of the prayers, the leader says: 

  

We come seeking forgiveness for all we have failed to be and to do.  In God there is forgiveness.  

Let us confess our sins. 

  

All:  God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in 

our lives.  We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you 

have created.  We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil 

done on our behalf.  Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

  

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 
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MUSICAL INTERLUDE: Jesus Christ the Apple Tree | Words: From Divine Hymns or Spiritual 

Songs, compiled by Joshua Smith (New Hampshire, 1784) | Music: Elizabeth Poston | Sung by 

St. Nicholas Choir on September 22, 2014 

 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, Laden with fruit and always green: 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, Laden with fruit and always green: 

The trees of nature fruitless be Compared with Christ the apple tree. 

 

His beauty doth all things excel:  By faith I know, but ne'er can tell, 

His beauty doth all things excel: By faith I know, but ne'er can tell 

The glory which I now can see In Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

 

For happiness I long have sought, And pleasure dearly I have bought: 

For happiness I long have sought, And pleasure dearly I have bought: 

I missed of all; but now I see 'Tis found in Christ the apple tree. 

 

I'm weary with my former toil, Here I will sit and rest awhile: 

I'm weary with my former toil, Here I will sit and rest awhile: 

Under the shadow I will be, Of Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

 

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, It keeps my dying faith alive; 

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, It keeps my dying faith alive; 

Which makes my soul in haste to be With Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

 

 

 THE HOLY COMMUNION - THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.  From before 

time you made ready the creation.  Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into 

being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.  You made us in 

your image, and taught us to walk in your ways.  But we rebelled against you, and wandered far 

away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.   

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 
 

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 

eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we say:   

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

     Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

      Hosanna in the highest. 
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.  To deliver us from the power of sin and 

death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing 

servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God.  Living among us, 

Jesus loved us.  He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good 

news to the poor.  He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to 

walk in love.  Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, 

and to be glorified by you.   

 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.  He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 

for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

  

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, 

and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for 

you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 

  

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 

who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a 

living sacrifice. 

 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  Breathe 

your Spirit over the whole creation, and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for 

the world you have made. 

 

In the fullness of time bring us, with Nicholas and all your saints, from every tribe and language 

and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.   
  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 

glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 
   

 As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

  

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your Name. 

 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done,  

  on earth as in heaven 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

  who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial,  

 and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours. 

 now and for ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
  

Celebrant: Alleluia. God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us. 

People: Happy are those who called to the Supper of the Lamb.  Alleluia. 
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Distribution of Communion  

We will all wait to eat the bread after these words:  

 

Celebrant: Become what you receive.                    

People: We are the Body of Christ.  

 

Then we will consume to Body of Christ as One.  

 

THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express 

their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede 

them from actually receiving Holy Communion. The presider invites the following prayer to 

be said by all.  

 

Beloved Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I 

love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this 

moment receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you. Let me never be separated from 

you in this life or in the life to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

  

All:  Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us 

with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.  Now send us forth 

a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world 

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
  

 

 

THE BLESSING  The Celebrant blesses the people 

  

Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you as a 

mother.  Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you always.  

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
  

Celebrant: Alleluia. Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world,  

  rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!! 

  
 

 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 2 from Enriching Our Worship 1, Supplemental Liturgical Materials 

prepared by The Standing Liturgical Committee 1997,  

Church Publishing Incorporated, New York, © 1998, p. 60-62.  


